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Edmonton Brewery District 
The Edmonton Brewery District accommodates an urban lifestyle with its unique blend of 
products and services – all conveniently located within a short distance.  

This new destination will attract a savvy market that 
appreciates the principles of smart urban development 
and green building practices. This development offers an 
architectural design that is both historical and current in its 
approach.  The site incorporates historically significant 
parts of the 1913’s Molson Brewery Building as well as the 
single storey administration building.  With close proximity to MacEwan University and 
Edmonton's new Ice District the EBD is within a block of the new transit station and future LRT 
line.  There is planned to be two bike paths through the development which connect to the 
city’s multi-use path behind the site, which will also be widened. 

The Brewery district has a variety of lighting requirements to meet the needs of all the tenants 
within the space.  Safety and security lighting is provided from the general illumination within 
the parking area.  The buildings are all provided with their own appeal.  The individual tenants 
bring with them a different approach to lighting requirements of their spaces.  Each building is 
provided with its unique character that blends together.  
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Terwillegar Park Footbridge 
The Terwillegar footbridge is Edmonton’s first ‘stressed ribbon’ bridge, a minimalist design that 
doesn’t distract from the surrounding scenery.  Edmonton is one of only two Canadian cities 
that have constructed this type of bridge.  At 262 m, the footbridge is the second largest in the 
world. 

The Terwillegar Park Footbridge 
and Funicular are two of the 
River Valley Connections 
projects in the city.  In total, 
$72.9 million in funding has 
been allocated towards twelve 
river valley projects, which are 
grouped into five initiatives.  
One of those initiatives is the 
Terwillegar Park Footbridge and 
another is the River Valley Access and the Touch the Water Promenade which includes the 
funicular project 

On July 2013, City Council approved the construction of a ‘stressed ribbon’ design footbridge to 
cross from Terwillegar Park to the River Valley Oleskiw lands in the city’s west end. The 
footbridge design was chosen partly due to its minimal impact on environment by using less 

construction material than other 
options 

As part of this initiative, 5.4 kilometers 
of trails in and around Terwillegar Park 
will be upgraded or developed. These 
trails will link the Terwillegar Park 
Footbridge with Terwillegar Park to 
the south and the river valley terrace 
(River Valley Oleskiw lands) to the 
north. They are another step towards 
creating a continuous trail system in 
Edmonton’s river valley. 

The lighting design challenge was providing an appropriate solution that would fit with the 
minimalist design of the footbridge.  Traditional use of poles and bollards were not permitted 
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due to architectural guidelines. Integrated 
handrail lighting was prohibited due the 
dynamic structural forces experienced by 
the handrail.  The final design used LED 
lights mounted at the guardrail base 
between the vertical railings at regular 
intervals. 

Appropriate illumination levels for 
pedestrian traffic on the footbridge were to 
be maintained at 1 to 2 foot-candles (FC).  
Vertical illumination was critical to identify 
the body and face of the pedestrians for safety.  Glare control was also a challenge as the 
luminaires are mounted approximately 2 ft. above the base of bridge.  A, 14 W, 850 lumen LED 
adjustable spot light with 40-degree beam was selected with custom features.  Custom vertical 
spread lenses were added to all the luminaires to increase the vertical light distribution on 
pedestrian.  This vertical spread lens distributed the lighting without aiming lights upward. 

Lighting was also required on the structural supports of this pedestrian footbridge.  Decorative 
RGB LED flood lights were used to provide colorful lighting along the concrete façade.  The RGB 
lighting is controlled with DMX to provide the client with custom scenes and featured lighting. 

The lighting design for the footbridge received a 2017 ILLUMINATION AWARD MERIT from the 
IES.  This design, along with the TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE - AURORA CAFÉ, are the two 
submissions from the Edmonton IES Section that received this award for 2017.  IES Edmonton 
recognizes and congratulates the work on these projects. 

http://media.ies.org/docs/IA/Section-Merit-Recipients.pdf 

https://www.ies.org/events/illumination-awards/ 

https://iesedmonton.org/illumination-awards/ 

  

http://media.ies.org/docs/IA/Section-Merit-Recipients.pdf
https://www.ies.org/events/illumination-awards/
https://iesedmonton.org/illumination-awards/
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Snow Valley 
Snow Valley demonstrates some 
of the lighting challenges for the 
outside environment using sports 
lighting luminaires. 

The IES is looking at providing a sports 
lighting seminar in the future to discuss 
the common issues and potential 
solutions to these environments 

 

 

Scotia Place 
Modern silver curtain wall reglazing reflective glass was used on the leading edge of the towers 
with complementary pacific blue reflective glass panels on all other sides.  This maximized city 
views and natural light into tenant spaces.  The silver glass panels are a new feature on the 
leading edge acting as a visual identification of the building. The silver panels are illuminated at 

night with horizontal LED lights. 

The leading edge on both towers has been fitted with 
horizontal runs of linear RGB LED fixtures 20 ft long, the 
vertical spacing of these LED runs gets closer together 
towards the top of each tower giving the illusion that the 
tower is taller than it actually is. The whole system runs 
off a central ethernet based control system; each fixture 
has a pixel width of 6 inches, meaning that each 
horizontal run has 40 individual control points allowing 
for dynamic content to be displayed.  
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Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
The Jubilee Auditorium has been a fixture in Edmonton for many years for its theatre, art, and 
music performances.  The Jubilee has had extensive modernizations and upgrades to the 
lighting and lighting control 
systems throughout its life with 
each of these changes integrating 
seamlessly with the work of the 
next.  Most of the lighting is seen 
on the inside of the building for 
performances; however there are 
some unique features that can be 

seen on the outside of the facility.  
Select highlights are provided on the 
building to emphasis the architecture 
of the building. 

The increased lighting at the entrance 
of the building is maintained ON to 
allow for a transitional lighting zone 
from the inside to the outside of the 
building. 

Keep your eyes open for an upcoming 
IES tour of the lighting and control 
systems provided at the Jubilee.  This 
tour will let you see the distinct 
requirements of theatre lighting and the 
technologies used to provide for the 
various stage performances.  
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Walterdale Bridge 
While we await the completion of the Walterdale Bridge lighting design… 

 

…we can always wonder if the alternate proposed design had some unique benefits to traffic 
congestion…. 
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High Level Bridge 
 

 

 

 

 

The lighting of the High level bridge 
is modified through multiple lighting 
scenes to represent the events that 
take place around the city from 
Oiler’s and Eskimo’s sporting events 
to Canada Day celebrations. 

 

WSP Place 
Enveloped in stunning glass architecture, WSP 
Place is a re-purposed and redeveloped office 
and retail complex.  The exterior of the building 
is provided with Red-Green-Blue (RGB) exterior 
rated tape light, controlled by a DMX input. It 
has been programmed to play different scenes 
and colours for different events.  The owner 
was trained on how to change the scenes via 
his/her cellphone app and the schedule 
through the online software. 
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Edmonton's 108th Street now Capital Boulevard 
The city of Edmonton is transforming the road linking from the Legislature to MacEwan 
University into Capital Boulevard 
giving the downtown core more 
public space.  This is one part of 
the city's new Downtown 
Development Plan. 

The transformation of the five 
block stretch of 108th Street into 
Capital Boulevard includes wide 
tree-lined sidewalks, enhanced 
street lighting, benches and bike 
racks that connect to the new 
Government of Alberta public plaza built as part of the Edmonton Federal Building 

redevelopment project. 

108 Street from 99 Avenue to 104 Avenue has been upgraded with a 
streetscape component to enhance Capital Boulevard and to signify and 
celebrate this ceremonial street.  Construction modifications included; 
reconstruction of all new curb, gutter, sidewalks and road base; paving 
stone road surface; granite pavers and bollards; decorative lights and 
signal lights; and the addition of pedestrian level and replacement of 
street lighting.  Artwork has been added to the street to 
add to the appeal of the space as part of the 

landscaping upgrades. 

The light stands provided perform a dual purpose of lighting the street for 
vehicle traffic and also for pedestrian walkway purposes.  The light assembly 
is a custom design using full cut-off optics that was developed prior to LED 
application and uses metal halide lamp technology.  The Tyndall stone base 
and stainless steel pole integrates with the dual head design of the overall 
light standard.  Power circuits are incorporated in the base for events and 
other decorative elements.  An ornamental architectural element can be seen at the top of the 
pole.  The pole arm angle provides lighting to the appropriate height for dual lighting of the 
area.  The pedestrian lighting is lower to the space and of a different wattage requirement than 
the street lighting optics provided for the traffic areas.  The reflector and optical design of the 
luminaire is being reviewed for possible future LED incorporation.  
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Funicular and Promenade 
The Funicular is another of the River Valley Connections projects initiative in the city.  This work 
allows for access on an inclined elevator from Jasper Avenue to Rossdale connecting to the river 
valley trail system and the Touch the Water 
Promenade.  The total height of the path is about 
145 feet (44 metres) from the top to the bottom. 

The stairs are on one side with concrete sitting 
blocks on the other.  There are approximately 170 
steps made out of eco-friendly Kebony wood. 

The funicular fits about 20 people and moves 
using cables. Like an elevator with glass walls — 
instead of moving vertically, the funicular moves 
at an angle.  The funicular moves at approximately two metres per second, so one ride would 
take you about two minutes. Total trip time from the top to the lookout is about eight minutes. 

The steps and the funicular land on the promenade, a grassy park with benches designed to 
look like blue waves.  The city will plant 50 new trees and 2,000 new shrubs in this area. 

The bridge’s concrete deck 
panels stretch over 
Grierson Hill Road and 
above the forested area.  It 
eventually slopes down and 
becomes the lookout, 
which is positioned slightly 
before and above the river. 
There will be built-in 
seating made out of 
concrete and a glass railing 
to provide unobstructed 

views of the river. 

The elevator, located just before the lookout, lets those who have accessibility challenges 
access the broader river valley trail system and Louise McKinney Park, among other 
destinations. 

Total cost for the project is approximately $24-million.  
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Funicular and Promenade 
The lighting has been designed for safe 
passage along the stairs and pathways, 
which includes low level vertical LED 
lighting mounted along the walkway. 
Higher pole lighting is limited. Careful 
design was performed to meet code 
requirements for elevator platforms and 
shafts. 

Warm color temperatures were 
selected to help the facility fit in with 
the surrounding green spaces and to 
reduce eye strain of occupants. 
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Hyatt Place Hotel 
The Hyatt Place Hotel is the first major new 
hotel development in Edmonton in nearly four 
decades.  Located in the Quarters district on 
the Eastern edge of downtown, the thirteen 
storey, $60-million development is located next 

to the Gibson Block building.  It is the first of 
more envisioned residential and commercial 
development for the area. 

World Trade Center 
 

The World Trade Center recently added RGBW 
spot lights (indirect and direct) for highlighting 
the façade of the building.  Each light is 
individually controlled with a DMX input, but 
transmitted over line voltage (not DMX cables).  
The system is capable of changing scenes through 
schedules or software.  The owner was trained in 
the programming of the system and did their first 
program/scene lightshow in conjunction with the 
recent Canadian Finals Rodeo (CFR). 
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MacEwan LRT Station and Quad 
The MacEwan LRT station and Quad presented some distinct lighting challenges to meet the 
needs of Edmonton’s Transit Authority requirements and MacEwan’s desire for integration with 
the remainder of the campus. 

The primary concern at the 
beginning of the project was 
the state the location was in.  
The site was part of the old 
Canadian National (CN) rail 

yard and was left abandoned.  As part 
of the development, the space was to 
be made bright to encourage people 
to gather.  A basketball net and seating area was created to make the space inviting and feel 
safe for people that pass through.  Lighting was purposefully designed to be glary with 
increased vertical foot candles.  This increased vertical lighting makes the space seem brighter 
and safer to the public. 
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Roger’s Place 
The lighting of the adjacent Roger’s Place 
takes a minimalist approach with highlights on 
the exterior of the building to demonstrate its 
form and shape.  Lighting accents and views to 
the inside provide the effect of the building. 

 

 

 

 

Stony Plain Rd 
Street lighting festive lighting and cut-off luminaires 

 

 

 

 

Bankers & Traders 
The installation 
makes use of 
complementing the 
outdoor accent 
lighting being 
brought into the 
building. 
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Edmonton Neon Lighting Museum 
The lighting on the 104st building has changed significantly since the IES first spoke about this 
work over five years ago.  The 
museum started over ten years 
ago with the Canadian 
Furniture neon sign and 
growing since then.  Many new 
signs have been restored and 
added to the street lighting to 
provide a glimpse into 
Edmonton’s past with more 
being added on a regular basis.  
The signs that were chosen are 
iconic signs and representative of the commercial signage that was so prevalent in Edmonton’s 
history.  Take a look at the signs and see the charm that neon lighting provides.  This lighting 
technology provides a distinctive flare for any installation. 

 

Meadowlark 
Public Library 
The lighting on the exterior 
of the building is 
minimalistic so as to not 
take away from the 
architecture of the building.  
Interior pole lighting is 
provided to illuminate the 

undulating ceiling.  The interior lighting spills to the outside ceiling overhang to further enhance 
the buildings structure.  Way finding is provided from the low level bollards on the outside of 
the building so as to not impede the visual site lines.  Stack lighting is provided on the book 
shelves to provide the necessary task lighting within the space.  Please take some time to go 
and see this library while we wait for the downtown Stanley A Milner library to be completed. 
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